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City Council 
Legal Review Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

March 8, 2018 
City Hall, Spruce Room 

4:00 PM 
 
 
I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

III. Approval of Agenda 

IV. Approval of Minutes January 4, 2018 

V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

VI. Discussion/Direction – 2018 Committee Work Plan 

VII. Municipal Court Update –  

 Judge Wheeler, 4:30 - 4:50 pm 

 Prosecuting Attorney Cribari, 4:50 pm - 5:10 pm 

VIII. Lawsuit Settlements/Litigation Updates 

IX. Discussion Items for Next Meeting 

X. Adjourn 

 
 
 



 

 
City of Louisville 

City Council     749 Main Street     Louisville CO 80027 

303.335.4536 (phone)     303.335.4550 (fax)     www.LouisvilleCO.gov 

City Council 
Legal Review Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

January 4, 2018 
749 Main Street 

4:00 PM 
 
Call to Order – Councilmember Leh called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 
 
Roll Call: The following members were present: 

 
Committee Members: Chris Leh, City Council  
 Sue Loo, City Council 
 Jeff Lipton, Mayor Pro Tem 
 
Staff Present: Meredyth Muth, City Clerk 
 Heather Balser, Interim City Manager 
 Sam Light, City Attorney 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Approved as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
None 
 
DISCUSSION/DIRECTION – DRAFT CITY COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE 
John Leary, 1116 LaFarge Avenue, noted a number of areas he would like 
clarified including use of the term Mayor Pro Tem; how social gatherings should 
be addressed; how to comment on an item on the consent agenda; and how 
public comments are handled on the second round of comments on an item. 
 
Members discussed options for how time might be pooled for public comments 
and if this is useful. Members decided to leave it as written to allow pooling of 
comments for up to six minutes. 
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Members decided that once the rules have been adopted, Council will review 
how they are working in six months. After that the rules should be reviewed every 
two years. 
 
Members reviewed the draft rules and made edits including, clarifying the voting 
language, adding language regarding the actions that may happen, clarifying 
voting language, and adding language regarding a motion to reconsider. A table 
of common motions will be added to the Rules. 
 
Members discussed an email request to adjust the publication schedule of the 
packet and to publish all City Council emails. No decisions were made. 
 
Councilmember Leh moved to accept the suggested changes to the Rules that 
the Committee discussed today and recommend this version to the full City 
Council. Councilmember Loo seconded the motion. All in favor. 
 
Staff will incorporate today’s changes into the next version. That draft will be 
presented for full Council consideration at the February 6 Regular City Council 
Meeting. 
 
LAWSUIT SETTLEMENTS/LITIGATION UPDATES 
City Attorney Light gave a short litigation update. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
Councilmember Leh stated he would like the discuss the following at the next 
committee meeting: discussion of how the Court is working; changes in 
marijuana enforcement form the Department of Justice; and the work plan for the 
committee for 2018. 
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm. 



 
 
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

 

LEGAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 
COMMUNICATION 

AGENDA ITEM ___ 

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION/DIRECTION – 2018 COMMITTEE WORK PLAN 
 
DATE:  MARCH 8, 2018 
 
PRESENTED BY: MEREDYTH MUTH, CITY CLERK 
 
SUMMARY: 
Chairperson Leh would like the Committee to discuss a proposed list of items for its 
2018 work plan. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Discussion 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Work plan proposal from Chairperson Leh. 
 



 

 

City of Louisville Colorado Legal Committee 2018 Work Plan 
Topics to be discussed in the quarter which they are listed.  Items that are not complete would roll to the next quarter. 

 
 
First Quarter 

 Meeting with City Prosecutor (March 8) 

 Meeting with Municipal Judge (March 8) 

 Review Municipal Court survey form 
(March 8) 

 Discuss work plan (March 8) 

 Consider requesting direction from 
Council about scope of Legal 
Committee’s activities for 2018 

 

 
Second Quarter 

 Review traffic laws in connection with 
City’s efforts to address traffic safety 
issues 

 Begin development of evaluation 
process for City Prosecutor, Municipal 
Judge and Associate Municipal 
Judge(s), and City Attorney 

 
 
Third Quarter 

 Finalize development of evaluation 
process for City Prosecutor, Municipal 
Judge and Associate Municipal 
Judge(s), and City Attorney 

 
 
Fourth Quarter 

 Prepare evaluations of City Prosecutor, 
Municipal Judge and Associate 
Municipal Judge(s), and City Attorney for 
by Council 

 

 
4810-9734-2558, v. 1 



 
 
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

 

LEGAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 
COMMUNICATION 

AGENDA ITEM ___ 

SUBJECT: MUNICIPAL COURT UPDATE 
 
DATE:  MARCH 8, 2018 
 
PRESENTED BY: MEREDYTH MUTH, CITY CLERK 
 
SUMMARY: 
Chairperson Leh has asked the municipal judge and the prosecutor to attend and give a 
short update on how things are going in the court. They are scheduled as follows: 
 

 Judge Wheeler, 4:30 – 4:50 pm 

 Prosecuting Attorney Cribari, 4:50 – 5:10 pm 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
None. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Customer Surveys from the Municipal Court 
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Addendum #1 
Items presented at the meeting 



Louisville Municipal Court Report 
March 8, 2018 

Judge Kristan Wheeler 
 

Procedural Changes 
• Increase Court Efficiency in Traffic Court:  permit defendants to avoid 

court costs if they want to take the prosecutor’s plea offer to a traffic 
infraction at the window after a general advisement of rights in the 
courtroom.  Advisement lets them know they can remain in court to 
speak to the prosecutor before accepting a plea offer, address the fine 
with the judge, or make a statement prior to sentencing.  See 
Advisement of Rights Script,  ATTACHMENT A  and Written Advisement 
of Rights which is maintained with the file and Defendant’s signature,  
ATTACHMENT B. 
° Note that all criminal misdemeanor ordinance violations are 
heard in Court (no pleas at the window) and all traffic violations 
where the charge is a criminal traffic offense and where the plea offer 
entails pleading to a criminal traffic offense, i.e. Reckless Driving (an 8 
point offense) plead to Careless Driving (a 4 point criminal traffic 
offense).  

• Traffic Class:  change in procedure to require proof of class upfront to 
avoid having to pursue a defendant for a suspended fine that was 
issued for failure to complete a class.  Defendant is made aware of the  
point reduction and fine he or she will receive if he/she provides 
proof of class and can take care of it any time at the window.  If a 
Defendant takes a class, the Court is basing the fine on the added 
charge instead of the original charge to give consideration for the fact 
that someone is paying for and attending a class.  If the Defendant fails 
to appear with proof of class, a default judgment enters for the 
original charge and an outstanding warrant judgment (license hold) is 
issued.   

• Increase Court flow:  the Court Clerk recommended dividing traffic 
violations and ordinance violations summons time to increase court 
flow.  Traffic violations are seen first at 1:00 and ordinance violations 
are heard at 2:00 PM.  This has alleviated congestion at the window 
when defendants check in for court.  It has also permitted the Court to 
spend more time with the ordinance violators than traffic violators. 

• Feedback from the community:  we have begun using the Court survey 
which is distributed to all court attendees.   

• Security changes:  procuring a gate between the Court clerk desk and 
the door to the back of the courtroom to serve as a physical barrier.  
Recently met with the police to discuss relocating the metal detector 
to the front entrance.  Requesting a testing of the alarm button on the 
Judge’s desk and in the Prosecutor’s office.  The Police Department 
has also offered to provide us with pepper spray and train us on use. 
 

 



 
Legal Changes 
• Modified warrant language to reflect changes in law requiring PR 

bonds if not seen in 2 days locally or 4 days out of County.  See 
warrant form and standing order ATTACHMENT C. 

• Reviewed outstanding warrants and changed most of them to PR 
bonds.  For those that remain as cash/surety, they are usually low 
cash bond/surety options and the court is able to make those PR 
bonds if someone is arrested out of County or held on a Louisville 
warrant only (depending on the circumstances).   

•  Beginning July 1, 2018, a Louisville in custody defendant must have an 
attorney present at the first appearance/arraignment. 
°  Court appointed counsel:  need guidance on how these folks will be 

chosen/appointed.  There is a bill being drafted by the ACLU that 
would require a City to establish an oversight committee for court 
appointed counsel or utilize law school student legal services, or use 
Alternate Defense Counsel as an oversight agency.  This issue is 
quite controversial amongst municipal judges.   

• Modified forms to comply with changes in law including record 
sealing for adults and for juveniles with MIP cases and juvenile 
expungement.  See Record Sealing (adults) and Expungement 
(juveniles) Advisement of Rights, ATTACHMENT D.   
°  Provide guidance to the Court Clerk regarding the requirements and 

obligations of our various record sealing and expungement laws.   
• Monitor proposed legislation affecting municipal courts:  (1) bill 

requiring personal recognizance (PR) bonds for most offenses except 
for domestic violence charges (does not seem to be likely to pass but 
is the first step for State-wide bond reform).  Most bonds should be a 
PR for the first failure to appear (unless the Defendant has a history of 
failure to appear and the charge is violent or aggravating in nature) 
but that if they fail to appear on a PR bond, the Court wants the option 
of issuing a cash/surety bench warrant. 

• Monitor proposed legislation to make maximum penalty for a charge 
364 days.  This is to avoid detrimental immigration consequences for 
those with immigration issues.  SB 18-166.  The City may want to 
consider initiating this change prior to legislation since the legislation 
will require ordinance changes.   

 
School Outreach 
• Met with School Resource Officer DiGiovanni. Discussed court process 

and procedures.   
• Reached out to Louisville middle school and high school Principals 

regarding setting up a meeting with them and the Prosecutor to 
answer any questions they may have about the court process.   
 

Questions/Concerns?    
 







































LOUISVILLE MUNICIPAL COURT MONTHLY REPORT 2017
TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC YTD 2017 YTD 2016
0 POINT VIOLATIONS 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 15
1 POINT VIOLATIONS 1 2 2 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 7
2 POINT VIOLATIONS 9 5 2 1 2 1 8 1 0 0 4 3 36 32
3 POINT VIOLATIONS 3 6 9 13 5 11 13 8 6 11 5 9 99 77
4 POINT VIOLATIONS 31 37 22 13 27 31 42 29 34 24 24 16 330 292
6 POINT VIOLATIONS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
8 POINT VIOLATIONS 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 4 12
12 POINT VIOLATIONS 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

  441

SUB TOTALS 45 51 36 27 36 46 64 38 40 37 33 29 482 441
 

SPEED VIOLATIONS  
1 POINT VIOLATIONS 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 6
4 POINT VIOLATIONS 33 22 19 26 31 19 27 18 20 14 25 21 275 323
6 POINT VIOLATIONS 21 15 11 10 10 8 11 2 3 10 14 14 129 105
12 POINT VIOLATIONS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

  

SUB TOTALS 54 37 31 37 41 27 40 20 23 24 39 35 408 436
 

PARKING VIOLATIONS
PARKING 20 38 52 37 19 12 33 16 8 28 94 48 405 325
PARKING/FIRE LANE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1
PARKING/HANDICAPPED 2 1 1 2 3 0 4 1 7 2 1 0 24 16

 

SUB TOTALS 22 39 53 39 22 12 37 18 15 30 95 48 430 342
CODE VIOLATIONS
BARKING DOGS 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 1
DOG AT LARGE 0 0 1 2 1 0 6 2 0 3 0 1 16 13
WEEDS/SNOW REMOVAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
JUNK ACCUMULATION 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3
FAILURE TO APPEAR 3 2 3 1 6 1 4 4 1 7 2 0 34 29
RESISTING AN OFFICER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
DISORDERLY CONDUCT 0 2 1 0 2 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 12 7
ASSAULT 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 4
DISTURBING THE PEACE 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 0
THEFT/SHOPLIFTING 3 3 1 3 3 2 3 4 1 0 2 2 27 3
Minors in poss/alc/marj. 2 0 1 2 7 0 1 2 1 0 1 0 17 20
TRESPASSING 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 1 0 0 5 0 10 6
HARASSMENT 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 3 1 0 0 0 8 5
MISC CODE VIOLATIONS 5 3 3 0 7 0 1 7 4 4 14 0 48 91

0

SUB TOTALS 16 10 11 9 30 6 19 25 8 16 26 5 181 185

TOTAL VIOLATIONS 137 137 131 112 129 91 160 101 86 107 193 117 1501 1404
 

CASES HANDLED   

GUILTY PLEAS 30 49 61 43 44 24 51 27 21 43 111 45 549 493
CHARGES DISMISSED 23 14 11 10 24 7 19 25 16 14 20 13 196 177
*MAIL IN PLEA BARGAIN 36 29 22 35 29 27 63 32 39 36 43 48 439 383
AMD CHARGES IN COURT 42 44 34 22 28 31 26 15 8 12 15 7 284 325
DEF/SUSP SENTENCE 6 1 3 2 4 2 1 2 2 2 4 4 33 47

 

TOTAL FINES COLLECTED 14,205.00$     12,825.00$      11,875.00$      11,175.00$     13,492.00$     9,957.00$        16,290.00$      9,340.00$         10,345.00$       12,150.00$  11,960.00$  12,475.00$      146,089.00$         149,957.45
COUNTY DUI FINES 804.54$          $1,339.62 1,273.75$        2,415.71$       725.18$           1,336.64$        1,742.42$       1,586.49$         1,360.67$         1,788.00$    1,743.30$    1,417.33$        17,533.65$           8,871.13

TOTAL REVENUE 15,009.54$     14,164.62$      13,148.75$      13,590.71$     14,217.18$     11,293.64$     18,032.42$      10,926.49$       11,705.67$       13,938.00$  13,703.30$  13,892.33$      163,622.65$         158,828.58$      
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